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THE WILDLIFE 
OF 
PRESERVATION 
QUEENSLAND 
CALOUNDRA BRANCH 
SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 71, 
CALOUNDRA, 4551 
25th February, 1970. 
Fellow Australians, 
Cooloola is once again threatened by mmmg lease applications. These are to 
be heard initially on 20th March, 1970. Extensive areas totalling 16,000 acres have 
been applied for which, if granted, will have a permanently destructive effect on the 
environment of the Coloured Sands and elsewhere all over the Cooloola Sand Mass. 
This is a repetition of a similar threat which this Society and others effect-
ively contested in 1963 and which led to a withdrawal of the mining lease applica-
tions at that time. 
Cooloola has been a State Forest for many years. It has also been recognised 
for a long time as a living museum of native plants and animals. Prior to the 1963 
mineral lease applications it was generally believed that under the administration of 
the Forestry Department, Cooloola was safe from destructive exploitation. 
Mineral leases have once again been applied for, and we are faced with the 
need for complying with the provisions of the Mining Acts, namely by contesting 
these applications in the Mining Warden's Court. 
For this we must engage Counsel and have adequate legal advice and the 
support of expert witnesses. 
We are accordingly seeking dcrnationfl from members of this Society, and from 
kindred associations and fellow con~ervati~ists so that we can fight these applica-
tions to a successful conclusion. 
May we have your support? This may well represent the climax of our 
endeavours. If mining leases are granted in Cooloola it could be the point of no 
return and yet another slice of eastern Australia will have joined the list of devast-
ated landscapes. 
Yours Sincerely, 
KATHLEEN McARTHUR, 
Hon. Secretary. 
Save Cooloola - Home of the Ground Parrot, Emu, and the 
Golden Christmas Bell ( Blandfordia FlaWmea var Aurea) 
